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arguments are hardly convincing, the book as a whole is the most 
suggestive and stimulating account of Socrates we have read. 

A. D. Lindsay. 
Balliol College, Oxford. 

Colonial Administration : By Paul S. Reinsch (The Citi- 
zen's Library of Economics, Politics and Sociology) , The Mac- 
Millan Company, New York, 1905. Pp. VIII, 422. 

The two works of Professor Reinsch — "Colonial Government," 
which appeared several years ago, and "Colonial Administration," 
now under review — serve to bring out clearly the two-fold char- 
acter of the problems to which the acquisition of over-sea depend- 
encies give rise — that of the endowment of each dependency with 
a government adapted to its needs, and that of the working and 
of the special problems, educational, economic and social, that 
exist in each such territory. The former of these two works 
related to the first of these classes of problems. In the present 
work, relating to the second class, the author has not attempted 
to present a solution of any of these special problems as they pre- 
sent themselves in the insular dependencies of the United States, 
but instead has sought, in a series of interesting chapters entitled 
"Education and General Social Improvement," "Colonial 
Finance," "Currency, Banking and Credit," etc., to give us a 
comprehensive, though necessarily summary, sketch of the char- 
acter of these various problems and the manner in which their 
solution has been attempted in the colonies of European govern- 
ments, and to some extent in the insular dependencies of the 
United States. 

These chapters appeal more particularly to those who are active- 
ly engaged in colonial work, or are making a detailed study of 
colonial problems. The general reader will be chiefly interested 
in the author's introductory chapter, in which, as a result of his 
studies, he gives his own conclusions regarding what may be 
called the general phases of the colonial question — that is, the ex- 
tent to which the policy of one government acquiring and hold- 
ing other territory in a condition of dependency can be justified 
on ethical grounds or has been vindicated by practical results. 

Generally speaking, Professor Reinsch must be included among 
those who doubt the wisdom of the policy of expansion, not only 
in so far as the United States is concerned, but as regards other 
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countries as well. He thus questions seriously the very founda- 
tion of such a policy — the attempt on the part of one country 
to determine the character of the Institutions that shall prevail in 
another. He points out that even those institutions and lines 
of action, concerning the good results of which in countries of 
an advanced civilization there is an unanimity of opinion, may 
give quite contrary results in another country having a different 
or lower degree of advancement. In this connection he specially 
cities the experience of Great Britain in India. Thus, he writes : 

"Experience seems to show that even those institutions which 
are by us considered the very foundation of good government 
may have harmful results when introduced into another society. 
The most striking example of this is found in the experience of 

Great Britain in India Thus, who would not agree that the 

impartial enforcement of contracts, the system of judicial ap- 
peals, representative government, the institution of the jury sys- 
tem, a free press, and liberal education are things about the use- 
fulness of which among us there can be no two opinions. The 
British introduced these institutions into India with the best of 
intentions and yet with such results that their opponents can now 
plausibly argue that they must have been animated with the 
sinister purpose of disrupting and undermining Indian society. 
The most unfortunate consequences have resulted. Through the 
rigid enforcement of contracts the vast agricultural debtor class 
has been gradually enslaved to the money-lenders and is being 
ousted from its ancestral holdings. The scientific method of ap- 
peals favors the machinations of the unscrupulous native leaders, 
who gain a livelihood by stirring up litigation and making the 
most of judicial delay with the result that the confidence of the 
English population in the justice and efficiency of the law has been 
impaired." 

In another place after describing the educational system that 
Great Britain has introduced into India, he concludes : 

"The system has in general had a most unfortunate effect upon 
the intelligent life of India, introducing elements entirely alien 
to Indian culture which have turned the mind of Indian educated 
men away from the development of their inherited philosophical 
and literary civilization." 

Thus, generalizing, he says that whenever the ideal of a liter- 
ary training has been followed in colonies disastrous results have 
been produced ; that the natives have been given aspirations which 
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cannot possibly be satisfied ; that a class has been educated whose 
sole aim is the securing of governmental positions; and that just 
to the extent to which education has been extended the people 
have shown a disinclination to engage in purely industrial work, — 
in a word, that the system of education which gives only good 
results in Europe and the United States has failed to benefit, if 
it has not worked an actual injury, to the less advanced countries 
into which the attempt has been made to introduce it. 

It is not necessary at this time to attempt to pass judgment 
upon the correctness of these and other conclusions arrived at by 
Professor Reinsch. It needs scarcely to be said that there are 
many who, while admitting that mistakes in colonial policy have 
been made in the past, and will continue to be made in the future, 
nevertheless hold that the advancement of civilization that has 
resulted from the colonial policy of European nations and the 
United States has more than justified its adoption. All that it 
is desired to do here is to point out that Professor Reinsch has 
given us a work that not only shows wide reading, but presents 
a careful study of the ultimate as well as the immediately practical 
character of the problems to which a colonial policy give rise. 
As a general introduction to the study of colonial administration, 
and as a work stimulating thought regarding the fundamental 
considerations involved, Professor Reinsch's latest contribution 
constitutes a welcome addition to the growing American literature 
regarding colonial affairs. 

W. F. Willoughbv. 

San Juan, Porto Rico. 



Die Sexuelle Frage. Von Professor Dr. August Forel. 
Muenchen: E. Reinhardt. 1905. 

Professor Forel is a medical man and was formerly super- 
intendent of the Zurich lunatic asylum and professor of Psychiatry 
at the university of Zurich. He has published several works of a 
sociological character from a medical point of view, and the 
present volume, although larger in scope than any of its prede- 
cessors, deals with its subject from substantially the same stand- 
point. In a sub-title he describes the present work as a study of 
the sex question for educated people on the basis of natural science, 
psychology, hygiene and sociology. 

It is an extensive field which Dr. Forel attempts to explore, and 



